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specific inethods for ineasui-iiig circulating
peptides are being perfected, and hopefullv
neAN, information -AAill sooti be available.
There are useful chapters on abnormalities
of skin and of the central nervous system,
that describe the clinical pictures seen in
various tumours associated with these enti-
ties, but the chaptei- on "skeleton and ossi-
fication" could have beeii more detailed con-
sidering the great interest in this, subject ovei-
the past decade.
Finally, there is an extremely useful refer-
ence list, including the more important pub-
lications.
This book is a well-presented, easily read
iiionograpli that sliould be useful to all
clinicians who deal with cancei- patients.
Hopefully experimental biologists atid bio-
chemists NA-ill make use of it, since the chap-
ters pose, for the scientist, manv fascinating
clinical questions that demand an answer.
R.C.COOMBES
Progress in Clinical and Biological
Research: Vol. 25. Recent Advances
in Clinical Oncology. Eds. T. A. HAZRA
and M. C. BEACHLEY (1978). New Yorl,,:
Alan R. Liss. 180 pp. $16.00.
This book is a collection of the papers
pi-esented at a conference in Williamsburg
in February and Marcli 1977.
The contributors are all well known in the
field of oncology.
Four different subjects were covered. The
first group ofpapers dealt withnon-Hodgkin's
lymphoma. The paper on the pathology sum-
inarizes the present classification of these
tumours. The next paper, on the diagnosis
and clinical manifestations, covers all the
possible -ways in which this group of tumours
may be seen, and lists the procedures AN-Iiich
need to be adopted for diagnosis and staging. The place of staging laparotomy is discussed
in the next paper, and is summarized well
in the final sentence :"Staging laparotomv
lias a liighly selected but infrequent place in
the management of the patient -vOth non-
Hodgkin's lymphoma." Then there are 2
chapters on the treatment of this lymplioma,
summarizing the 2 authors' experience with chemotherapy andradiotherapy. Finally in this section is a description ofthe condition
in children, the NN-ay it differs from non-
Hodgkin's lyinphoma in adults, and the
iiiiproved sui-vival ANrhicii lias been acIiieved
With intensive cliemothei-apy.
The second group of papers deals with
cranial tumouns, mainly in cliildren, and
includes the role of radiotlierapy in aciite
lymphoblastic leukaemia. Tiie first of the 3
papers in this section revieNN-s the use of the
CT Scannei- in diagnosing brain tumours in
ciiildren. The second paper concerns the radio-
therapy and cliemotherapy of some brain
tumours in ciiildren and adults. The final
paper revie-ws the radiation treatment used
as propliylaxis for CNS disease in acute
lymphoblastic leukaemia, and rightly ends by
stressing the need for further improvements
in the management ofthis disease, deApite the
great improvements already achieved.
The third group of papers relates to genito-
urinary tumours, picking out some aspects, of'
the management of this group of tumours.
The value of radiation therapy in carcinoma
oftheprostate is assessed and futureprosspects
discussed. The next papei- reviews the pi-o-
gress that has been made in the ti-eatment of
testicular tumours -%vith cliemotherapy, but
mention is also made of the use of this
modality in other urogenital tumours. The
third paper in this group describes the coin-
bined radiotlierapy and surgical approacb to
themanagementofT3 tumours ofthebladder.
The fourth group is entitled "Pliysics in
Radiation Oncology" and the first paper
usefully describes the use of the computei- in
radiationtherapy. The second paper describes
the problem of mycosis fungoides and its
clinical features and management, leading
appropriately to the last paper about tiie
physical aspects of electron beam therapy in
As application to the treatment of mycosis
fungoides.
This is an interesting group of papers oii a
variety ofsubjects, but seems expensive for a
collection of papers many ofwhich liave beeii
published else-where.
T). PEARSON
Fundamentals of Cancer Chemotherapy.
M. D. CRINDLAND (1979). Lancs: MTP
Press. pp. 115. Y,7.95.
This short and mucli abbreviated book on
Cancer Chemoti-ierapy is directed at practi-
tioners unfamiliar witli the management of
malignant disease b druy treatment, and at
medical students. The clipped precise stvle
ofthe author may not appeal to everyreader,
and the condensed stvle of the book leads to1300K REVIEWS 961
soine curious emphases, which I suspect not
all oncologists would agree with. If thi,,-, book
is truly ii-itended for the general practitioner
AN-ho has to deal Ai-itli pafients treated in a
specia,list hospital, who may develop the
complications of chemotlierapy at liome, it is
somewhat surprising that Avhilst we are in-
formed that busulphan uncommonly causes
bronzing ofthe skin and a wasting syndrome,
Nve are not informed that it mav cause
cumulative and life-threatening inarrow de-
pression in the treatment of chronic mveloid
leukaemia.
It, is difficult also to place this particular
volume in the ever extending library of books
by medical oncologists. The format of tl-ic
book makes it a little indigestible and I feel
that it could have been substantialiv ini-
pi-oved with tables and line diagrams.
Most volumes oii cancer chemotherapy ai-e
otit ofdateby the time ofpublication because
of the i-apid changes and this volume is no
exception, ANTith some of the i-eferences iiot
being updated beyond the eai-ly 1970s. Tlie,
rather negafive conclusion of the autlioi- also
inakes tiie volunie difficult to i-ecomniend,
NA-hen shestates in liei-concludingchapter that
chemotherapy has little to offer. CertainlV,
few cures are aciiieved with cliemotherapy at
the preseiit time, but the testimony of manv
patients to t?he very iinportaiit palliation tl-iat
they receive, sometimes over man years, y .1
mtist contradict this particular auttior's
view. This reviewer Avould personally have
valued cautious and rational optimism in
conclusion, and I expect that general prac-
titionerslooking aftei-pafients N%,ithmalignant
disease inight fitid that approach inore
valuable t.oo.
H. Busfi
Biological Markers of Neoplasia. Ed.
R. W. RUDDON (1979). Amsterdam: Else-
vier, North Holland. 590 pp. $55.00.
This book is a collectioii ofpapers presented
at the finst International Conference on Bio-
logical Markers ofNeoplasia held in Virginia,, May 1978. The meeting covei-ed a range of'
disciplines, Nxith sectionsdealing with tumour-
associated antigens,, virus-associated cell-
,-mrface antigens, surface glycoproteins of'
tieoplastic cells, ectopic horniones, DNA-
binding pi-oteiiis, plasiiiinogeii activatoi-s and
enzyme biomarkers. It is an interesting atid
commendable decision to oinit the oncofoetal
markers, such as CEA and cy-foetoprotein,
since these liave been so adequatelv sum-
marized in a spate of i-ecent publications.
Rather the book coiicentrates on markers
AN,hich frequently receive less attention but
may with further developinent be ofequal or
greater importance, particularly since the
discriminatorv capacity of all but, a notable
few of the more conventional markers has
beenquestioned.
The bias of this volume is very inuci-i to-
NN-ards the basic and developmental aspects
ofmarkers ofneoplasia in model systems, and
the first 2 sections examine the isolation,
characterization and properties ofcell-surface
antigens of cliemicallv and viralINr induced
tumours, and considerableexperimental detail
is, presented. A valuable feature is the in-
clusion of the whole discussion, so that con-
troversy and variations, of opinion become
clear. The section on glycoproteins of iieo-
plastic cells indicates the dii-ection that the
tumour work miglit take by examination of
the cliemistry of the histocompatibility
antigens.
The section on ectopic lioi-mones and en-
zvme biomarkers describes recent work relat-
ing to the usefulness of these markers in the
management of human disease. Again, con-
si'derable biocliemical detail is preseiited and
ne-wermetliodologies revealed. The sensitivity
and selectivity ofeach hormone or enzyme in
malignancy is often the subject of consider-
able discussion.
Further sections dealing -with ti-ie DNA-
binding proteins and plasminogen activators
return largely to the expei-imental models,
examining changes associated with cliemical
carcinogenesis in a varietv of animal species,
with some contributions coiicentrating oii
human disease.
The introductot-y contribution to eacii
sectionby recognized authorities ensures that
the information is available to those less
familiar Avith tiie detail. This book should be
a most useful additioii to any libi-ary, since it
serves the dual purpose of presenting the,
latest information in the field and expanding
the data base bv ii-icluding material of'many
parallel disciplines to which readers may iiot
begenerallyexposed. As such it can be recoin-
inended to all interested in the newer markers
of neoplasia, pai-ticularIN, for the claritv and
qualitNT ofpresentation.
B. M. VOSE